
December 16, 2014

The East Lampeter Township Board of Supervisors met on Tuesday, December 16, 2014, at 
7:30 p.m. at the East Lampeter Township Office: 2250 Old Philadelphia Pike, Lancaster, PA 17602. 
The meeting was called to order by Mr. John Blowers, Chairman and was followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. In addition to Mr. Blowers, supervisors present were: Mr. Dave Buckwalter, Mr. Glenn 
Eberly, Mr. Corey Meyer and Mr. Ethan Demme. Also present was Mr. Ralph Hutchison, 
Township Manager.

The following persons signed in as being present in the audience:

Scott G. Mundorff, 1838 Colonial Village Lane, representing McNeil
Craig Weidner, 1838 Colonial Village Lane, representing McNeil
Tania Reinaman, 209 Senate Avenue, Camphill, PA, representing McNeil/Gannett Fleming
Susan Green, 1838 Colonial Village Lane, representing McNeil
David Schaller, 122 Crest Avenue
Matt Bono, 811 Waterfront Drive, representing Witmer Fire Company/ELT ESC
Bruce Paul, 112 Crestmont Avenue, representing East Lampeter Township ESC
Paul Artale, representing DMAI
Eleanor Bosserman, 1641 Old Philadelphia Pike, representing HACC
Alex Zaporozec, 2010 Pennwick Road, representing LCHS
Cara Mitchell, 1804 Woodland Avenue, representing LCHS
Tim Hoerner, 2642 Old Philadelphia Pike
Brian Miller, ELA Group Inc, representing HACC
Frank Carano, 1670 Lincoln Highway East
Lynn Commero, representing Lancaster Newspapers
Brian Clark, representing Ronks Fire Company
Paul Fisher, representing Bird In Hand Fire Company
Wilmer Beiler, representing Ronks Fire Company
Todd Hutchison, 1814 Old Farm Lane
David Keens, representing Lafayette Fire Company

Minutes of the December 1, 2014 Regular Meeting

Chairman Blowers asked if there were any additions or corrections regarding the minutes of the
December 1, 2014 regular meeting as prepared. 

A motion was made by Mr. Buckwalter to dispense with the reading of the minutes and approve the 
minutes as presented. Mr. Meyer seconded the motion and the motion was passed by unanimous 
voice vote. 

Bills:

Chairman Blowers indicated that bills to be paid from various funds in the amount of $163,844.65
were presented for payment. Chairman Blowers discussed some of the larger items included in that 
amount was a payment in the amount of $11,142.15 to URS Corporation for the Route 30 
streetscape plan.



A motion was made by Mr. Meyer and seconded by Mr. Eberly to approve the payment of the bills as 
listed in the amount of $163,844.65. The motion was passed by unanimous voice vote.

Old Business:

a. Presentation re: Fire Services Funding Plan Developed by ESC

Chairman Blowers stated that the presentation from the Emergency Services Committee on a new 
Fire Services Funding Plan being considered for the Township has been rescheduled for the 
January 5, 2015 Board of Supervisor’s meeting.

b. Request for Time Extension re: Lot Add-on Plan #14-18: Gary & Bertha Kunkle – 821/823 
Hornig Rd

Chairman Blowers asked if anyone was present for this project. No one was present.

Mr. Hutchison stated that the applicant’s plan had been conditionally approved by the Board and 
they are in the process of satisfying all the conditions of approval.  The applicant is requesting a 
ninety (90) day time extension to complete their efforts to meet the conditions of approval and 
record the plan.

Mr. Eberly made a motion to approve the time extension of ninety (90) days for the Lot Add-on
Plan #14-18 for Gary and Bertha Kunkle: 821/823 Hornig Road.  Mr. Meyer seconded the motion 
and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.

c. Request for Time Extension re: Record Conditionally Approved Plan #14-19: Frank Carano 
– 1670 Lincoln Highway East

Chairman Blowers asked if anyone was present for this project.  Mr. Frank Carano was present.

Mr. Blowers stated that the applicant is requesting a time extension until March 17, 2015 to record 
the plan and allow the applicant time to secure financial security and begin construction in the 
spring.

Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to approve the time extension until March 17, 2015 to record the 
Conditionally Approved Plan #14-19 for Frank Carano: 1670 Lincoln Highway East.  Mr. Eberly 
seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.

d. Request for Time Extension re: Previously Approved Waiver of Land Development 
Planning – McNeil: 1838 Colonial Village Lane

Chairman Blowers asked if anyone was present for this agenda item. Mr. Craig Weidner was 
present.

Mr. Weidner, representing McNeil, stated that McNeil has a Stormwater Management Plan that was 
approved by the Board in 2012 that McNeil has not executed.  He stated that with the Boards 
permission McNeil has grandfathered that and portions are being undertaking but the remainder of 
that plan will not be executed until the spring of 2015.  The previously approved waivers conclude 



at the end of this year so McNeil is asking for a 250 day time extension to make sure everything is 
completed and to submit the drawing as the Board requested.

Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to approve the time extension of 250 days for the previously 
approved Waiver of Land Development Plan for McNeil: 1838 Colonial Village Lane.  Mr. Eberly 
seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.

e. Request for Financial Security Release - Bird In Hand Bakery: 2715 Old Philadelphia Pike

Chairman Blowers asked if anyone was present for this agenda item.  No one was present.

Chairman Blowers stated that the Township engineer has recommending a reduction of $4,244.33 
leaving a balance of $0.00.  

Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to approve the Financial Security Release for Bird In Hand Bakery: 
2715 Old Philadelphia Pike in the amount of $4,244.33 leaving a remaining balance of $0.00.
Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.

f. Request to Defer Planning Requirements – Bird in Hand Restaurant & Theater: 2740 Old 
Philadelphia Pike

Chairman Blowers asked if anyone was present for this agenda item.  Mr. Paul Artale was present.

Mr. Artale, of David Miller Associates, is representing Smucker Associates.  He stated Mr. John 
Smucker could not be present this evening.  He stated that the plan deferral is to Leacock Township 
and the project work is in Leacock Township with the exception of a potential crosswalk/sidewalk 
extension that would be in East Lampeter Township.  Mr. Smucker has met with Township 
representatives to express his concerns over separating the potential walk from the land deferral.  
Leacock Township Planning Commission has recommended conditional approval conditioned by 
the engineer’s comments and East Lampeter Township’s Planning Commission has recommended 
deferral of the plan.

Mr. Hutchison clarified that the East Lampeter Township’s Planning Commission reviewed the plan 
and did recommend deferral to Leacock Township with the request that Leacock Township consider 
requiring the installation of a crosswalk in front of the bakery.

Mr. Blowers asked if that request of the applicant has not been heard yet from Leacock Township. 
Mr. Hutchison stated that he did not know.  He stated that until the Board takes on action on 
deferring or not deferring the plan, the Township would then convey that to Leacock Township with 
a letter from staff.  Mr. Hutchison stated that he had met with Mr. Smucker and Mr. Smucker 
expressed concern with requiring the improvements as part of the planning effort.  He also stated 
that Mr. Smucker did have a streetscape plan that he wants to continue to work towards. 
Mr. Hutchison informed him that staff needed to convey East Lampeter Township’s Planning 
Commission recommendation to the Board. 

Mr. Blowers commented that he remembers the streetscape plan and he feels whatever the Board 
can do to help achieve that is worthwhile.  Mr. Buckwalter asked what issues there were with 
PennDot. Mr. Artale supplied a copy of the criteria from PennDot.  Mr. Meyer asked what the 
current speed limit is in that area. Mr. Hutchison stated it was 40 MPH. 



Mr. Blowers reviewed the discussion that East Lampeter Township’s Planning Commission has 
recommended the deferral to Leacock Township’s Planning Commission with a note that Leacock 
Township consider working with the applicant on crosswalks.  He stated he did not hear that the 
applicant is against the crosswalk in the overall plan, he just want wants it to be separated from the 
request for deferral.  Mr. Hutchison concurred stating that it is a timing issue.  He also stated that it 
provides an opportunity for the Board to address the timing of that effort to work towards those 
improvements.  The Board could separate the two issues and still seek some definition of when this 
effort would take place and be implemented.

Mr. Demme asked if we defer to Leacock Township and Leacock Township makes the ultimate 
decision even if we make a request would it be binding.  Mr. Hutchison stated it is not. He 
explained that once the Township defers the approval of Land Development it becomes Leacock 
Township’s decision making process.

Mr. Demme made a motion to approve the request for Deferring Planning Requirements to Leacock 
Township per East Lampeter Township’s Planning Commission comments for the Bird In Hand 
Restaurant and Theater: 2740 Old Philadelphia Pike.  Mr. Meyer seconded the motion and it was 
passed by unanimous voice vote.

g. Request for Financial Security Reduction – Waterfront Restaurant: 680 Millcross Road

Chairman Blowers asked if anyone was present for this agenda item. No one was present.

Chairman Blowers stated that a letter dated December 15, 2014 from the Township engineer is 
requesting a financial security reduction in the amount of $119,598.00 leaving a remaining balance 
of $21,188.00.  

Mr. Eberly made a motion to approve the Financial Security Reduction for Waterfront Restaurant: 
680 Millcross Road for the amount of $119,598.00 leaving a remaining balance of $21,188.00.  
Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.

New Business:

a. McNeil Inc. Revised Land Development & Stormwater Management Plan: 1838 Colonial 
Village Lane

Chairman Blowers asked if anyone was present for this agenda item.  Ms. Tania Reinaman was
present.

Ms. Reinaman with Gannett Fleming is representing McNeil Inc.  She stated the purpose of the 
project is to develop the back parking lot at the project site.  It currently has an existing gravel 
parking lot that has 121 spaces.  The proposed project will enlarge the parking lot to 172 spaces on
the back parking area for a total of 358 parking spaces on the front, side, dock and back lot. She 
stated also that associated with this project is the designing and including of detention basin #1.  
She stated that under a 2012 plan that was previously approved McNeil is currently constructing a 
rain garden and detention basin #2. She discussed some modifications to the storm drainage system.



Mr. Hutchison asked if the trailers at the rear of the property were being removed.  Ms. Reinaman 
replied that the majority of the trailers have been removed but there is one permanent trailer on site.  
Ms. Reinaman stated that they were at the Planning Commission meeting on December 15, 2014 
and they gave conditional approval.  She said she spoke with Mr. Charlie Thomas who stated that 
they would not have to do a Planning Module Exemption because there is no increase in employees 
they would be getting a waiver. She stated she also spoke with Mr. Matt Bono who stated that there 
is adequate fire protection service.

Mr. Buckwalter asked about the waiver request in the engineer’s letter in regards to the water and 
sewer capacity.  Ms. Reinaman stated that it had been resolved since they are not increasing 
employees.  

Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to approve the revised Land Development Plan and Stormwater 
Management Plan for McNeil Inc: 1838 Colonial Village Lane conditioned on the Planning 
Commission review comments, the Township Engineer’s review comments and the findings of the 
Public Works Director Charlie Thomas.  Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was passed by 
unanimous voice vote.

b. HACC Stormwater Management Plan: 1 Campus Drive

Chairman Blowers asked if anyone was present for this agenda item.  Mr. Brian Miller was present.

Mr. Miller, of ELA Group, is representing Harrisburg Area Community College.  He introduced 
Ms. Eleanor Bosserman, the business director of the Lancaster/Lebanon Campus.  He stated that the 
applicant is proposing to extend the existing walking path on the campus along the property line to 
Campus Drive creating a loop within the campus facility.  He stated that they also received 
conditional approve at the Planning Commission meeting on December 15, 2014.  He stated that he 
had no issues with the Township engineer’s comments.

Mr. Blowers asked if there would be any issues for the public using the path.  Ms. Bosserman stated 
that the campus is open to the public.  Mr. Hutchison asked about the timing of getting the 
remaining improvements finished at the intersection.  Mr. Miller stated they are anticipating that it 
will be 2016 until that will be constructed due to the construction schedule and school’s schedule.  
Mr. Buckwalter asked about a comment from the Planning Commission in regards to a safety issue 
with vegetation along the walking path. Mr. Miller stated they are not putting any vegetation either 
side of the path, the only spot for vegetation will be around a utility box.

Mr. Eberly made a motion to conditionally approve the Stormwater Management Plan for HACC: 1 
Campus Drive based on the Township engineer’s review comments.  Mr. Meyer seconded the 
motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.

c. PSP Troop J Stormwater Management Plan: 2099 Lincoln Highway East

Chairman Blowers asked if anyone was present for this agenda item.  No one was present.

Mr. Hutchison stated that the Township was notified that no one would be present this evening and 
that they are requesting that the Board table this agenda item for a future Board meeting.  



Mr. Buckwalter asked if there were any deemed approval concerns.  Mr. Hutchison stated that there 
is time.  Mr. Blowers asked if they are using a local engineering firm or general services. Mr. 
Hutchison stated that it all runs through general services and they appoint an engineering firm.

Other Business:

a. Adoption of 2015 Township Budget – All Funds

Chairman Blowers stated that the Board has the 2015 Township Budget for all funds to consider.  
He asked Mr. Hutchison if it was advertised for the appropriate amount of time. Mr. Hutchison 
confirmed that it was.  Mr. Blowers stated that it was made available to the public and asked the 
Board if they had any questions or comments.

Mr. Demme commented that looking back at historical budgets adopted in the past versus the actual 
budget the Township does a good job keeping expenses below target and proposed revenues above 
average.  He stated that the Board should look at setting parameters for future budgets.  He 
commented that this is a structurally deficit budget and he is not a fan of this type of budget.  He 
commented that staff does a fantastic job with the parameters they are given but the Board should 
set additional parameters for future budgets.  Mr. Meyer asked Mr. Demme for examples of 
additional parameters.  Mr. Demme stated some examples are to design a budget to be structurally 
sound, to designate a target amount to be held in a general fund as a percentage of the proposed 
expenditures for the year and to have a target debt ratio.  

Mr. Hutchison stated that since the budget was advertised for public inspection staff has received 
additional information and based on that information have recommended some changes to the 
budget. Mr. Blowers stated that since those adjustments were made, the Township has a projected 
fund balance as of the end of 2014 of a little over $2.6 million on projected expenditures of $8.7 
million. He stated that the current budget for the year ending 2015 is showing a fund balance of 
$2.3 million on projected expenditures of $9.2 million. He stated that the Township is maintaining a 
fund balance that is around twenty-five percent.  He commented that the public needs to be aware 
that it has been almost four years since the Township has considered an increase in property taxes. 
He stated he doesn’t know if the Board will be able to continue that going into 2016.  The Board has 
delayed items due to budget restrictions.  He stated that the budget before the Board does not reflect 
the full funding implications for the ESC. The Board will have to reopen the budget in January after 
hearing the ESC proposal.  

Mr. Hutchison wanted to make the public aware of the significant increase in the sewer rates from 
$70 per quarter per EDU to $90 per quarter per EDU due to the arbitration result the Township 
received from the dispute with the Lancaster City. Mr. Blowers commented that the Board will have 
to look at those quarterly rates again at the end of 2015 but stated that the Township still has one of 
the lower rates in the county.  Mr. Hutchison confirmed that the Township is one of the lower sewer 
rates in the county but it is a significant increase compared to what they are right now.

Mr. Blowers pointed out that the Board hasn’t considered an increase in the admission tax in several 
years but could consider that in the future.  He asked about auditing the Cable Franchise Fee. 
Mr. Hutchison stated that the Township did a joint effort in the LIMC four to five years ago when 
the new franchise agreements were developed and there was an audit as part of that process but 
nothing has been done since that time.  Mr. Blowers asked about the reduction in the Recycling 



Performance Grant. Mr. Hutchison explained that the Township lost one of the major suppliers of 
recyclable materials when they closed earlier this year.  

Mr. Meyer wanted to mention that the Township is not raising property taxes for the year 2015.  
Mr. Demme wanted clarification on the budget whether it included or excluded funding for items 
related to the ESC funding. Mr. Blowers stated that it reflects some of the items. He stated that one 
of the largest omissions is an additional $107,000 to be transferred from the general fund in 2015 to 
the new Fire Apparatus Replacement Fund.

Mr. Meyer made a motion to adopt the 2015 Budget for all funds with the recommended changes 
from staff.  Mr. Buckwalter seconded the motion and it was passed by a vote of four in favor (Mr. 
Meyer, Mr. Buckwalter, Mr. Blowers and Mr. Eberly) and one against (Mr. Demme).

b. Resolution re: 2015 Real Estate Tax Rate

Mr. Meyer read the resolution regarding the 2015 Real Estate Tax Rate. He stated that the 2015 
Real Estate Tax Rate of 1.60 Mills is unchanged.

Mr. Meyer made a motion to approve the 2015 Real Estate Tax Rate Resolution as prepared with 
the millage set at 1.60.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Eberly and passed by unanimous voice 
vote.

Resolution #2014-16

c. Resolution re: Sanitary Sewer Service Rates

Chairman Blowers stated that this resolution imposes a rate increase from $70.00 per quarter per 
EDU to $90 per quarter per EDU for owners of properties served by the East Lampeter Township 
Sewer System.

Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to adopt the Sanitary Sewer Service Rates Resolution of $90.00 per 
quarter per EDU.  Mr. Eberly seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.

Resolution #2014-17

d. Supervisor’s 2015 Meeting Schedule

Chairman Blowers stated that in the past the Board has met on the first Monday and the third 
Tuesday of the month for meetings.  Mr. Hutchison stated that the proposal for the new calendar is 
that the Board will meet on the first and third Mondays except when there are conflicts with 
holidays or primary/elections.  He stated in the months of February, May, July, September and 
November the Board will meet on the second Monday.  He also stated that the Planning 
Commission will move their meetings to the second Tuesdays of each month.

Mr. Demme made a motion to approve the 2015 Meeting Schedule.  Mr. Meyer seconded the 
motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.

Public Comment:

Mr. David Schaller commented on the property at 8 Crest Avenue. He stated that he is aware that 
the Township has sent out notices to the property owner and has not received any response. He 



stated that he has contacted the Lancaster Newspaper Watchdog, State Representative Greiner’s 
office, and the PA Department of State Corporations for help with the business operating in his 
neighborhood.  He spoke with the PA Bureau of Licensing this afternoon confirming that the 
business is using 8 Crest Avenue as the mailing address for the business.  He wants to know why 
the Township has zoning rules but doesn’t enforce them. He asked if they had been issued an 
occupancy permit for the rear building. Mr. Hutchison stated that they have not received their 
occupancy permit.

Mr. Blowers asked Mr. Hutchison what the next step would be to address a property owner who is 
operating in an area a use that is not zoned for that area.  Mr. Hutchison stated that staff would need 
to gather evidence and based on that evidence begin prosecution of the violation.  

Mr. Schaller stated that the owner has many families staying in the rear house and have begun 
remodeling the front building without permits.  

Mr. Buckwalter stated that the Township is pursuing action against the property. He stated that the 
Township received a letter from the state that the business address was changed which is conflicting 
with the information Mr. Schaller is providing.  He asked Mr. Schaller what more could staff do 
that they haven’t done already. He stated that the Township has to operate on a certain set of 
regulations and that the Township sympathizes with Mr. Schaller’s frustration. 

Mr. Blowers stated that staff is investigating and collecting evidence on the property. Mr. Hutchison 
stated that the Township would like to have the additional information that Mr. Schaller presented 
and the Township will continue to make efforts on collecting evidence and upon gaining adequate 
evidence to start prosecution.  

Mr. Schaller commented that if a property has a permit the zoning officer can go onto the property 
to inspect that permit. Mr. Hutchison stated that he disagrees with Mr. Schaller’s comment that the 
building can be inspected by the zoning officer.  He stated that the construction code inspections are 
done by a certified, licensed building inspector and that our zoning officers are not licensed to do 
inspections that is why the Township uses a third party agency.  He stated that the zoning officer 
has to ask permission to go onto the property or into a building, if the property owner denies entry 
and there is enough evidence the Township can try to get an Administrative Search Warrant to 
inspect the property a specific item.  

Mr. Blowers stated that the Township will continue to pursue the issue but it takes time.

Adjournment:

A motion was made by Mr. Demme and seconded by Mr. Buckwalter to adjourn the meeting. The 
motion was passed by unanimous voice vote. The next regularly scheduled meeting is to be held 
on Monday, January 5, 2015 beginning at 7:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Ralph Hutchison












































